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Agenda
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No. Item Minutes

1 Welcome and Introductions 5 minutes

2 Opening Remarks
● DeeAnne McCallin, Deputy Director, Data Exchange Framework, CHHS Center for Data 

Insights and Innovation (CDII)

5 minutes

3 DxF Implementation Toolkit from the Multi-Association DxF Education Initiative 5 minutes

4 State Updates 10 minutes

5 Guest Presentation – Health Care Provider Information Blocking Disincentives 
Proposed Rule
●  Alan Katz, Associate Director of Advocacy and Public Policy, Civitas Networks for Health

15 minutes

6 Federal Updates 10 minutes

7 News, Events and Announcements 10 minutes



About The Coalition

Our Vision: Every 
Californian and their care 

teams have the 
information and insights 
they need to make care 

seamless, high quality and 
affordable. 

Policy Priorities

• DSA Education & Implementation: Promote awareness of the 
DSA and support data exchange implementation to realize the 
promise of AB 133

• Funding: Advocate for the state to dedicate continued funding for 
health and social services data sharing and encourage state 
agencies to seek federal match when and where appropriate

• Integration of social services data: Develop and communicate 
case studies and policy recommendations that support 
cross-sector data sharing, consent, and authorization

• Advance DxF Governance, Enforcement, and Accountability: 
Work towards the passage of DxF legislation, monitor state 
legislation and budgetary actions related to data sharing, and 
provide critical feedback to CDII and other state agencies to 
resolve challenges
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Opening Remarks
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DeeAnne McCallin

Deputy Director, Data Exchange Framework
CHHS Center for Data Insights and Innovation



Register to Join C4BH’s 2024 
Coalition Meetings – New Zoom Link
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Please register here to join our future C4BH coalition meetings! 

Q1 2024 Meeting Schedule: 

January

1/11 and 1/25

February

2/8 and 2/22

March

3/14 and 3/28

olivia@connectingforbetterhealth.com is available if you have any questions

https://bluepathhealth.us21.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7d73b6994ee528835c8474a4a&id=a0c67eb632&e=2644c4d7cc
mailto:olivia@connectingforbetterhealth.com


Data Exchange 
Framework 
Implementation 
Toolkit
Multi-Association DxF Education Initiative

Access the toolkit here! 
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https://connectingforbetterhealth.com/resources/dxf-toolkit/
https://connectingforbetterhealth.com/resources/dxf-toolkit/


DxF Implementation Toolkit
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State Updates 
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Governor’s Proposed Budget Highlights
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● Governor’s proposed budget for FY 2024-25 
released Jan 10

● Fast Facts:

○ $291 billion total budget

○  Estimated $38 billion shortfall

○ Withdraws $13 billion from reserves

● No Data Exchange Framework updates

● Maintains Medi-Cal and CalAIM funding

● Some updates to broadband grant funding

https://ebudget.ca.gov/FullBudgetSummary.pdf


California Draft State Digital Equity Plan
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● The California State Digital Equity Plan (SDEP) draft 
released for public comment on Dec 15

● The SDEP outlines California’s implementation plan 
for Digital Equity Capacity Grant dollars, funded by 
the federal Infrastructure Investment and Jobs Act 
of 2021

● Key activities included establishing local equity 
grants, improving maps and data, and support for 
digital navigation 

● Public comment form available on CDT website; 
closes Jan 25

https://broadbandforall.cdt.ca.gov/state-digital-equity-plan/digital-equity-plan-public-comment-form/


CalAIM PATH CITED Round 3 Opens on Jan 15
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Deadline to apply is Feb 15

● Application Preview is available

● CITED Round 3 Priorities:
○ ECM/Community Supports in rural counties

○ ECM providers for children/youth POFs

○ Tribal partners and providers

○ Statewide Community Supports needs specific services 
(i.e., Asthma Remediation, Day Habilitation programs, 
nursing facility transitions, short-term post 
hospitalization housing, and recuperative care)

○ County-specific ECM gaps by POF

○ County-specific Community Supports gap by service

Updated Round 3 Guidance 
is Available

https://www.ca-path.com/cited
https://tpa-reference-material-prod.s3.us-west-2.amazonaws.com/2023-12-18T10%3A36%3A12.533358_PATH%20CITED%20Round%203%20Application%20Preview-December%202023.pdf
https://tpa-reference-material-prod.s3.us-west-2.amazonaws.com/2023-12-27T08%3A27%3A56.017217209_CITED%20Round%203%20Guidance%20Document_Dec.%202023-1.pdf
https://tpa-reference-material-prod.s3.us-west-2.amazonaws.com/2023-12-27T08%3A27%3A56.017217209_CITED%20Round%203%20Guidance%20Document_Dec.%202023-1.pdf
https://tpa-reference-material-prod.s3.us-west-2.amazonaws.com/2023-12-27T08%3A27%3A56.017217209_CITED%20Round%203%20Guidance%20Document_Dec.%202023-1.pdf


DxF Updates: DSA Signatory Grants
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Due to high volume, CDII anticipates Round 3 decisions may take until Feb 2024



DxF Updates: Policies and Procedures
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P&P Topic Status

Early Exchange New, Finalized (Nov 15)

Privacy Standards and Security Safeguards Amendment, Finalized (Nov 15)

Requirement to Exchange HSSI Amendment, Finalized (Nov 15)

Breach Notification Administrative Changes, Finalized (Dec 11)

Data Elements to Be Exchanged Amendment, Finalized (Dec 19)

Individual Access Services Undergoing Administrative Changes

California Information Blocking Prohibitions Undergoing Administrative Changes

Permitted, Required, and Prohibited Purposes Undergoing Administrative Changes

Participant Directory New, Undergoing Development (Post-Public Comment)

Fees New, Undergoing Development (Post-Public Comment)

https://www.cdii.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/CalHHS_Early-Exchange-PP_Final_11.15.23.pdf
https://www.cdii.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/CalHHS_Privacy-Standards-and-Security-Safeguards-PP_Final_11.15.23.pdf
https://www.cdii.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/CalHHS_Requirement-to-Exchange-Health-and-Social-Services-Info-PP_Final_11.15.23.pdf
https://www.cdii.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/CalHHS_Breach-Notification-PP_Final_v1.0.1_12.11.23.pdf
https://www.cdii.ca.gov/wp-content/uploads/2023/12/CalHHS_Data-Elements-to-Be-Exchanged-PP_Final_12-15-2023.pdf


DxF Updates: QHIO Program
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DxF Updates: Advisory Committees in 2024
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Guest Presentation – Health Care 
Provider Information Blocking 
Disincentives Proposed Rule
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Alan Katz

Associate Director of Advocacy and Public Policy
Civitas Networks for Health



HHS Provider 
Information 
Blocking 
Disincentives 
Proposed Rule 
January 11, 2024



Previous Rules 

• ONC Cures Act Final Rule (2020) – overall framework 
implementing section 4004 of the 2016 21st Century Cures Act, 
including key working definitions of “information blocking” and eight 
exceptions: preventing harm, privacy, security, infeasibility, Health 
IT performance, content & manner, fees, and licensing

• HHS-OIG Civil Monetary Penalties (CMP) Final Rule (2023) 
–information blocking penalties (up to $1 million) and enforcement 
procedures for HIEs, certified HIT developers, and health 
information networks (HINs) 



Proposed Rule Summary 

• Set of three penalties (“disincentives”) using CMS authority  that will be 
imposed on different healthcare providers if HHS-OIG determines they 
have committed information blocking: 
–Acute Care Hospitals & CAHs will be ruled “not meaningful EHR users” 

under the Medicare Promoting Interoperability Program
–Providers (Drs, PAs, NPs, CRNAs, PTs, etc.) will be ruled “not meaningful 

EHR users” under Medicare MIPS 
–ACO providers, participant providers, and provider-suppliers will be 

barred from Medicare SSP under amended program requirements that 
include information blocking rules 



Civitas Public Comments

• “Civitas’ principal comment on the Proposed Rule is that it is not sufficient to address 
the gravity of the issue, given the pervasiveness of information blocking and the 
imperative to address it as comprehensively as possible if ONC’s vision of 
wide-reaching patient interoperability and access is to be realized” 

• According to the ONC-sponsored 2023 HIO National Survey: 
– 30% of HIEs have routinely or sometimes experienced blocking, which resulted in 

HIEs missing information or having difficulty providing services 45% of the time  
– 45% of HIEs report that health care providers are engaged in information blocking 

through “strategic affiliations” with other health systems
– 25% of HIEs report that providers block via “artificial” technical or process barriers 
– 40% of HIEs report that they have experienced outright refusals to share information  



Civitas Public Comments

• The Proposed Rule’s limitations on the number and frequency of disincentives are a 
problem. For hospitals, CAHs, and providers, only one penalty can be applied per 
EHR or MIPS reporting period per calendar year, regardless of the number of 
information blocking violations committed during that period 

• The Proposed Rule does not cover health care providers outside Medicare’s 
Promoting Interoperability, MIPS, and SSP programs. The Cures Act Final Rule 
definition of providers also includes FQHCS/CHCs, SNFs. LTCs, pharmacies, and 
clinical labs

• In the 2023 HIO National Survey, HIEs report that pharmacies and labs are 
responsible for the largest share of provider information blocking outside hospitals and 
physician groups



Civitas Public Comments

• Civitas recommends that HHS use a wider range of existing Medicare authorities to target 
pharmacies and clinical labs that are determined to have committed information blocking. 
Two suggestions: 
– CMS has broad authority to set Medicare Part C contract terms, and should use that 

authority to modify its recent “preclusion list” system for revoking participation in the 
program (stopping Medicare Advantage sponsors of Part C plans from paying 
pharmacists) to include information blocking violations  

– CMS has broader authority to pause or revoke entirely any entity’s participation in Parts 
B, C, or D for specific “reasons of revocation” that include fraud, false communications, 
nonpayment of debts, and civil judgements. These reasons are amended regularly 
through rulemaking (most recently last year). There is no reason they cannot be 
amended to include information blocking  

•   



Thank You!



Federal Updates
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Updated 2023-28 HHS Data Strategy
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Data Priorities: 



TEFCA, or the Trusted Exchange Framework Common Agreement, has 3 core components: 

1. Common Agreement

2. Trusted Exchange Framework

3. Qualified Health Information Network (QHIN) Technical Framework 

On Dec 12, 2023, TEFCA became operational by designating five initial QHINs to go live 
with IHE document exchange: 

- eHealth Exchange

- Epic Nexus

- Health Gorilla

- KONZA

- MedAllies

TEFCA Becomes Operational With QHIN 
Designations
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HTI-1 Final Rule – Published Dec 13, 2023
ONC published and is currently hosting information sessions for the Health Data, Technology, 
and Interoperability: Certification Program Updates, Algorithm Transparency and Information 
Sharing Final Rule, referred to as HTI-1

• It implements key provisions of the 21st Century Cures Act, with a specific emphasis on health IT 
certification and information blocking

Key Impacts: 
• Algorithm transparency requirements for AI and predictive analytics that are part of ONC-certified 

health IT

• Adopts USCDI V3 as the baseline standard for ONC-certified health IT by 2026

• Establishes TEFCA Manner Exception to encourage participation in the national framework

• Updates Manner Exception by removing content condition

• Interoperability-focused reporting metrics for most developers of ONC-certified health IT 
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https://www.healthit.gov/news/events/hti-1-final-rule-information-sessions
https://www.healthit.gov/sites/default/files/page/2023-12/HTI-1_Gen-Overview_factsheet_508.pdf


News, Events, And 
Announcements
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Announcement: Register for the Final Webinar in the 
Advancing Consent Management in California Series

We are closing out the 
discussion by examining 

developing technologies and 
how HL7 and FHIR data 

standards can be used to 
achieve granular consent

Register here
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https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_8tiPK9UjQE2aqIaSMtVNBg#/registration


Announcement: Save the Date for C4BH 
“Day at the Capitol”
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Thursday, March 7

More information to come about 
event details and how to 

participate!



What We’re Reading – Check Out C4BH’s Newsletter!
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● Opportunities to Address HRSN with Technology Solutions
A new report examines how state Medicaid agencies should consider 
tech-enabled solutions to address health-related social needs (HRSN). 
By holding MCOs accountable and reimbursing social services, 
technology infrastructure can be leveraged to support care 
coordination and the delivery of HRSN supports. Read More

● CMS Recommendation to Support State HRSN Investments
CMS is well-positioned to support states with technical assistance as 
they implement HRSN initiatives. Lessons are available from the CMS 
Innovation Center’s accountable health communities model to help 
scale and expand HRSN interventions. Read More

● Early Insights into 2023 National HIO Survey Results
Comprehensive results from the 2023 National HIO Survey will be 
published in 2024, but early insights provide a valuable look into 
current status and progress. Read More

https://www.chcs.org/resource/tech-enabled-solutions-as-a-tool-to-address-health-related-social-needs-in-medicaid-opportunities-and-policy-considerations/?utm_source=cerkl&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=newsletter-01082024&cerkl_id=18444986&cerkl_ue=IjiQeBhe9axOMoawfTaUNwxvUf5z1hUmciiGDR%2BNiJ0TJiC1Q%2B0gGsB6MSqG58R9
https://www.healthaffairs.org/content/forefront/cms-innovation-center-can-drive-state-investments-health-related-social-needs?utm_source=cerkl&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=newsletter-12262023&cerkl_id=18331068&cerkl_ue=IjiQeBhe9axOMoawfTaUNwxvUf5z1hUmciiGDR%2BNiJ0TJiC1Q%2B0gGsB6MSqG58R9
https://www.civitasforhealth.org/learnings-from-national-hio-survey-results/


Upcoming Events
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• Jan 12, 9-10AM PT: DHCS PATH CITED Round 3 Information Session | Register here

• Jan 17, 10-11AM PT: ONC HTI-1 Final Rule Decision Support Interventions Information Session | 
Register here

• Jan 24, 9-11:30AM PT: CHHS CDII DxF Joint IAC and P&P Meeting | Register here

• Jan 25, 10-11AM PT: ONC HTI-1 Final Rule Information Blocking Information Session | Register here

• Feb 5-6: ITUP Annual Conference | Sacramento, CA | Register here

• April 16: Northern California State of Reform Health Policy Conference | Sacramento, CA|      
Register here

• April 26: Riverside County Medical Association AI First Annual Healthcare Conference | Rancho 
Cucamonga, CA | Register here

https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_Ipc8BYxUSWSM0cRcO7XVtw#/registration
https://www.healthit.gov/news/events/hti-1-final-rule-information-sessions
https://www.cdii.ca.gov/events/dxf-implementation-advisory-committee-meeting-13/
https://www.healthit.gov/news/events/hti-1-final-rule-information-sessions
https://www.itup.org/itup-events/conference/
https://stateofreform.com/conference/2024-northern-california-state-of-reform-health-policy-conference/
https://www.rcmadocs.org/aiconference

